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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to welcome Pope Benedict
XVI to our Nation’s Capital as part of
his official papal visit to the United
States. During this 6-day trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. and New York City, the
Holy Father, who serves as a wondrous
example of faith and leadership, will
help Catholics and all Christians renew
their faith by delivering mass to tens
of thousands of people.

I was honored to have the oppor-
tunity to attend mass with the Holy
Father at the new Nationals Stadium
here in D.C. this morning. And, Madam
Speaker, it was truly a blessed event.

Despite his relatively short tenure,
Pope Benedict XVI has emerged as a
vocal and effective leader for Catholics
throughout the world. Over the past 3
years, His Holiness has stressed the
need for a return to fundamental Chris-
tian values in response to what many
see as the world’s sloping trend toward
secularism.

As Pope, he has focused on the im-
portance and sanctity of human life,
especially the life of the unborn, an
issue that’s very important to me, both
as a member of the Catholic Church
and as a Member of Congress. But
every American, regardless of party af-
filiation or religious belief can find
hope in his message of freedom and jus-
tice for all people.

Madam Speaker, as a member of St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Marietta,
Georgia, I humbly welcome Pope Bene-
dict XVI to the United States as he
continues to spread his message of
faith, love and service in Christ.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

————

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION’S
MIDDLE EAST POLICIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to bring to the House’s attention a
potentially, very dangerous new turn
in the administration’s policies in the
Middle East. In recent weeks the ad-
ministration has been stirring up the
pot on Iran again, and that has caused
many Americans to worry that the ad-
ministration is getting ready to launch
another attack in the region, this time
in Tehran.

In fact, there’s more than enough
evidence to show that the administra-
tion may be laying the groundwork for
military action. In an interview last
month, the President said that the Ira-
nians, and I quote him, he said, ‘‘the
Iranians have declared they want to
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have a nuclear weapon to destroy peo-
ple.”

That would be troubling, Madam
Speaker, if it were true. But the Ira-
nians haven’t said anything of the
kind. It is shocking to me that our
Commander-in-Chief would make un-
substantiated and misleading state-
ments about a subject as important
and as serious as nuclear weapons.

Another troubling sign came last
month when Admiral William Fallon
retired. Admiral Fallon was a bulwark
against the Iran hawks in the adminis-
tration, and his departure raised fears
that he was, first, forced to retire, and
that next, the rush to war was on.

And several weeks ago, Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY said that he has ‘‘high
confidence’ that the Iranians have an
ongoing nuclear enrichment program.
Of course, the most recent national in-
telligence estimate reported that the
Iranians stopped working on a sus-
pected nuclear weapons program 4
years ago.

And finally, General Petraeus told
Congress last week that Iranian-backed
special groups now pose the greatest
long-term threat in Iraq.

For years, the administration told us
that the main enemy was al Qaeda or
Sunni insurgents, or Shiite militia.
Now they tell us, forget them; it’s Iran.
In my mind, this raises legitimate con-
cerns that the administration may be
inventing new excuses to stay in Iraq
by trying to convince the American
people to support war against Iran.

Madam Speaker, I too am concerned
about Iran. The Iranians should stay
out of Iraq. They should not develop
nuclear weapons. No country should
develop nuclear weapons. But if we
want Iran to behave well, we must stop
threatening to attack them. Instead,
our first line of defense must be en-
gagement and aggressive diplomacy.

The absolutely essential first step in
that process must be the redeployment
of our troops out of Iraq. How can we
expect Iraq’s neighbors to cooperate in
stabilizing the region while we insist
on an open-ended foreign occupation
with 140,000 troops and tens of thou-
sands of military contractors?

Ending the occupation will allow us
to launch a broad initiative to bring
the nations in the region to the table,
to address the relevant, the political,
the economic and the security issues.

And Madam Speaker, when it comes
to Iran’s nuclear challenge, we must
retake the high moral ground in the
United States of America. When we
turn our backs on nuclear nonprolifera-
tion, abandon the comprehensive test
ban treaty and develop new nuclear
weapons of our own, under what cir-
cumstances can we tell another nation
to abandon their nuclear dreams?

The American people do not want a
wider conflict in the Middle East. They
want our leaders to spend every waking
moment working to bring peace to the
region. This is not the time for heated
rhetoric, for bullying and new threats.
It is time to try the one thing we
haven’t tried, diplomacy.
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SERGEANT SHAUN PAUL TOUSHA.:
HULL, TEXAS HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today the
small town of Hull Texas, population
1,800, is mourning the loss of a native
son who grew up to be a mighty war-
rior for the United States Army. He
gave up everything he had to protect
everyone else’s freedom.

Army Sergeant Shaun Paul Tousha
was killed in Baghdad, Iraq on April 9,
2008 when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his vehicle.

Madam Speaker, the IED is the way
our cowardly enemy fights this war.
And in my Congressional district area,
Shaun Paul is the 26th area resident
that has been killed in Iraq or Afghani-
stan during these wars.

He was a man from small town Texas
who had a playful heart, and he made a
big impression on everybody that knew
him growing up. He died as a war hero
at the age of 30, and he will forever be
recognized as how he lived, that being
a loving husband, a caring father and a
great friend to all those people in rural
America.

Shaun Paul Tousha was born Feb-
ruary 11, 1978 in Silsbee, Texas. He
grew up in the town of Hull, Texas, and
he was the son of the late Tommy Gene
and Roberta Tousha. He was a husband
to Christy Tousha, and loving father of
the two children, Colton and Maycee.

As a teenager, Shaun played football,
like most Texas rural boys do. He
played at Hull-Daisetta High School.
And he also liked to ride horses. And
being a cowboy, he enjoyed bull riding.

His stepmother, Doris Tousha, was
very proud of Shaun. She described him
as outgoing and an individual who had
a lot of friends. He was always cutting
up, acting silly, and made friends eas-
ily. He liked to joke around, and his
personality drew people toward him.
She said that he may have been a hand-
ful growing up, but she was proud of
the way he turned out.

And after graduating from Hull-
Daisetta High School in May of 1996,
Shaun got a job at a wire company in
Dayton, Texas. He worked there for
several years before he heard his Na-
tion’s call and joined the United States
Army at the age of 22 in February of
2000.

His father, Tommy Gene Tousha, was
extremely proud of his son’s decision to
serve in the Army, and even went with
him to the local recruiting station
when he joined up.

Madam Speaker, General Patton
once said ‘‘we should live for some-
thing, rather than to die for nothing.”
Shaun sought to live his life in duty to
this country.

Shaun attended basic training in Ft.
Benning, Georgia and later was sta-
tioned at Ft. Hood, Texas. He was as-
signed as a Generator Equipment Re-
pairman in the 1st Battalion, 66th Ar-
mored Regiment, 4th Infantry Division,
in Ft. Hood, Texas.
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